Virtues and the Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit

When we use the gifts of the Holy Spirit by acting virtuously, the fruits of the Holy Spirit flow from us.

Virtues

The habitual and firm disposition to do the good and give the best of ourselves.
Virtues need to be practiced. They can be lost if they are neglected.

Theological - come from God and (unite us) lead us to God - they are conferred at Baptism with sanctifying grace.

Cardinal - are acquired by human effort: education, deliberate acts & perseverance in struggle.

Permanent dispositions which make man docile in following the promptings of the Holy Spirit.
Gifts complete and perfect the virtues of those who receive them (CCC 1831).

Dispositions other people see in us. When we use the gifts by acting virtuously, the fruits flow from us.
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These connections between virtues and gifts were drawn from the works of St. Bonaventure. St. Thomas Aquinas' connections are slighly different.



